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Let her have time to ask her heart, to open
Her clos'd "bosom in trustful confidence
With me.    The moment is arrived when I
In sisterly communion also may
Approach the rigorous Maid, and offer her
The solace of my faithful, silent breast.
First let us women sit in secret judgment
On this matter that concerns UP ; then expect
What we shall have decided.

CHABLES [about to go].       Be it so, then !

JOANNA. Not so, Sire!   Twas not the embarrassment
Of virgin shame that dy'd my cheeks in crimson:
To this lady I have nothing to confide,
Which I need blush to speak of before men.
Much am I honour'd by the preference
Of these two noble Knights; but it was not
To chase vain worldly grandeurs, that I left
The shepherd moors; not in my hair to bind
The bridal garland, that I girt myself
With warlike armour.   To far other work
Am I appointed : and the spotless virgin
Alone can do it.    I am the soldier
Of the God of Battles; to no living man
Can I be wife.

AECHBISHOP. As kindly help to man
Was woman born j and in obeying Nature
She best obeys and reverences Heaven.
When the command of God who summoned theo
To battle is fulfill'd, thou wilt lay down
Thy weapons, and return to that soft sex
Which thou deny'st, which is not call'd to do
The bloody work of war.

JOANNA.                   Father, as yet

I know not how the Spirit will direct me :
When the needful time comes round, His voice
Will not be silent, and I will obey it.
For the present, I am bid complete the task